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caused when I refused to drink it. There was
quite a little argument, and eventually the priest
said he would turn round and I should tell him that
I had drunk it, and that would absolve him of the
responsibility and appease his professional
conscience. So I suppose I entered my religion
on false pretences. If I am ever to marry a Parsee
girl, I shall have to face that same embarrassment
again, as it seems to be necessary that you should
be purified in the same way before being pronounced
man and wife.
It is the authoritative opinion on this point that
although the liquid is what it is, the element of
purity enters into it after the saying of certain
prayers. It would be calamitous therefore if a
priest got slack and skipped the essential words or
if in the process of purification the various bowls
got mixed up, and the element of purity did not
reach the particular sample in question. From
this I come to the conclusion, that either we have
gone beyond the scope of science, or that in our
scientific belief we are grossly behind time, confusing
hygiene with faith, and science with superstition.
What I write now is of my own religion, and the
customs which are peculiar to us have no application
to the various other religions of India. But religion
as a whole seems to have degenerated into empty
ceremonial, and in the age in which we live the
survival of these ceremonials which have outlived